
 

 

 

 

 

Science 8-Syllabus 2019-2020 
Instructor: Lisa Griffin      Contact Me: griffinl@fortschools.org 

Phone: 608-563-7833 ext:7309 

 

About This Class 
Science 8 is an integrated science class. Similar to  6th and 7th grade science at FAMS, we will study 
many different topics and genres of science. Our primary units of study will include: 

 

The Human Brain & Senses                                   Chemistry          Populations & Ecosystems 

 

We will use Google Classroom where many of the daily announcements, assignments, projects, and 
other assessments are announced, as well as linked when possible. 

We don’t have a “typical” textbook that will be used daily.  Our books are kept in the classroom and are 
used more as a reference tool or as an introduction to a topic we will study in class.  Our class time 
will be spent primarily investigating. This could be doing hands on activities, prescribed labs, 
simulations, or research.  But, most of the time, YOU will be directing the course of YOUR learning by 
what YOU CHOOSE to put into it. CHOOSE WISELY & WORK SMART! All of this work will be kept in 
your Science Notebook. I will help you set it up, and you will need to keep it up. This notebook is a 
significant part of your grade...so keep it, protect it, and bring it to class EVERYDAY.  

I will be your coach, your leader, and your mentor. Together we can make a great team, and make 
Science not just a class you go to, but a fun place to come, learn, and be you! 

The Science Notebook 
The Science Notebook will be the closest thing you have to a textbook. We will use it to keep a record 
of our daily activities, lab work, vocabulary, notes...basically just about everything we do in class winds 
up in your notebook. 
 
As mentioned, I help you set it up, and every Friday that we are in class together, we will go through 
any updates that should have happened in your notebook during the week. We will create a Table of 
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Contents in the front, and as long as you have that information from a classmate, it is easy to get it 
caught up if you have to miss class. 
 
Grading of the Science Notebook happens about every 2 weeks. You have a “grading window” (2-3 
days) where you can leave your binder on the back counter for me to assess. If it isn’t there during that 
time, it is considered incomplete (even if everything inside is done), because I can’t grade what I don’t 
see! If you want to make up the missed notebook grade, you are allowed to, but not until the next 
notebook collection.   If that happens, you need to leave me a note on the front of your notebook that 
tells me to go back and look.  If you were out with an excused absence during the grading window, you 
should turn it in on the next day in class.  If you were unexcused, and the notebook wasn’t handed in, it 
will be considered late. 
 
Notebooks are graded on… 

● Completeness (having all the pieces in place) 
● Organization (there should be some order - Monday’s activity should be before Tuesday’s not 

after Thursday’s) 
● Effort ( I don’t expect every answer to be correct in your notebook...this is where we learn, but I 

do expect you to try, make logical and meaningful attempts, and fix the things that are wrong 
as we go) 

 

Grading 

Some grades are based on accuracy - like tests, quizzes, and some assignments/projects. Other 
grades, like your labs and your science binder are graded a bit differently as stated in the previous 
section. We use a P-B-M system, and the rubric on the next page will help you to interpret what those 
letters mean and how the grade book will calculate them. 

Your grade in science is not weighted...but based on what we complete in class it should work out to 
be about… 

❖ 10% projects and assignments 

❖ 10% lab practice 

❖ 30% science notebook 

❖ 50% tests and quizzes 

 
 

Score Abbreviation 
in 

PowerSchool 

Grade 
Value 

Description 

Proficient 
P 

100% Assignment meets all requirements, provides 
evidence of a full understanding of all 
concepts, and is of good quality. (This 
doesn’t mean you have to have everything 
perfect, but that your understanding is at a 
proficient level.) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Basic 
B 

80% Assignment meets most requirements, 
provides evidence of a partial understanding 
of most concepts, and is of acceptable 
quality. 

Minimal 
M 

60% Assignment meets few requirements, 
provides evidence of significant gaps in 
understanding of most concepts, and is of 
poor quality or lacks completion. 

Not Handed In 
NHI 

40% Student participated in the activities and 
discussion associated with the assignment 
but did not submit work for assessment. 

 
 

Late Work:  
Yes, I will accept it! BUT…. Work that is overdue (not turned in during class the day it is due) will lose 
10% of the points earned. Alternate assignments may take the place of a missed assignment if too 
much time has lapsed. (See me!) AND… NO late work will be accepted within 3 days of quarter end. 
 

Absences:  In the event of an excused absence you have 2 days to complete any missing 
assignments that were completed in class or any homework assigned.  All assignments are found in 
files with the day they were assigned.  For example, if you were absent on Wednesday, look in the 
Wednesday file to find forms or projects assigned.   Any work missed will be accompanied by an 
absence ticket that notes the date of your absence, the work that needs to be completed, and when 
the assignments are due.  It is your responsibility to request copies of any slides or to collect notes 
from another student.  Many of these items may be available on google classroom.  
 

Classroom Culture 
SHOW RESPECT! 
Respect…. 

❖ TIME - be here and ready to go by the bell 

❖ yourself and your choices 

❖ your peers (and their belongings) 

❖ the safety of everyone in the room 

❖ other opinions and feelings that may be different than yours 

❖ the lab and lab equipment 

❖ your teachers, parents, and other adults 

❖ me… and the instruction I am trying to provide you! 

TAKE RESPONSIBILITY! Be prepared for class. Own your actions. 
Make good choices. 

BE SAFE! Follow directions. Wear safety gear. Lab supplies are not toys. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Griffin’s CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 

 All Classroom 
Settings 

Lab Supplies 
During 

Instruction 
Group Work 

Work time / 
Assessments 

I will be 
RESPECTFUL 

Use appropriate 

language 

Use appropriate 

voice level 

Use good 

manners 

Stay in your 

personal space  

Listen to & Follow 

directions 

Clean up after 

yourself … “It’s 

a GROUP 

thing!” 

Ask permission 

to use materials 

and equipment  

Use materials for 

the intended 

purpose 

Be  attentive 

when others are 

speaking 

Respect other’s 

right to learn  

Be a positive 

asset to our 

learning 

environment  

Respect other’s 

opinions 

Maintain a 

positive attitude  

Follow teacher 

expectations 

for “testing 

seats” 

Be respectful of 

those around 

you 

Respect quiet 

work time 

(voice level 0-1 

depending on 

the activity) 

I will be 
RESPONSIBLE 

Be on time 

Be prepared 

Keep your work 

space clean 

Throw away your 

garbage  

Own your 

actions 

Bring all 

materials to 

class 

Account for  

the materials 

you are 

supplied 

Report 

damaged or 

missing 

equipment or 

supplies  

Participate to 

the best of your 

ability 

Stay on task 

during 

instruction  

Do your part to 

the best of your 

ability  

Complete your 

work to the 

best of your 

ability and by 

the due date 

Be efficient with 

your time 

Ask questions 

I will be 
SAFE 

Immediately 

report dangerous 

situations 

Remain in 

designated 

areas 

Keep hands/feet 

to self 

Walk at all times 

Enter/exit 

classroom  in an 

orderly fashion 

Use lab supplies  

with caution 

Wear safety 

equipment as 

directed 

Ask for help 

when you are 

uncertain 

 

Be in your 

assigned area 

during 

instruction 

Respect 

personal space  

Use appropriate 

volume level 

(voice level 1) 

Follow 

directions 

Use materials 

as intended 

during work 

time  

Follow teacher 

directions 

Keep hands, 

feet, and 

objects to self 

 


